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The wings of dream flying to the real cities of imagination:

The vision of the local city in Mahmud Darwish's poetry

Athar Haj Yahia

The theme of the city in the Arab contemporary poetry appeared in the twentieth
century concurring with the scientific, technical, industrial, social and political
developments, which the Arab city has witnessed. The modern Arab poets in general
have taken a negative attitude towards the city with its social, economic, political and
emotional face.

The theme of the Arab city has obviously appeared in the poetry of Darwish, being the
most distinguished modern Arab poet, maybe his movement from one city to another
and from one country to another whether local, regional, Arab or foreign, made him
take a frank position regarding the world of the city expressed in his poetry .

The poetic Palestinian experience is considered a unique case, which has peculiar
features that distinguish it in connection with the historic circumstance in which it take
place.

The modern Arab poets have handled the city almost negatively, taking a hostile stand
against it, but in the Palestinian poetic case in general and Darwish's in particular, we
observe that the relationship connecting the poet with the world of the city is a spiritual
and strong one as the poet pictures the city as his lover or mother or mistress, giving it
a holy nature, and because the poet has lost the city we find him yearns to it and weeps
at its ruins considering it a lost paradise.

Despite the fact that the city is associated with melancholy, pain, distress and loss, he
does not express his despair and surrender, but connects the salvation of the city with

struggle, revolution, sacrifice and death.



